Discussion
The crystal structure of (Z)-2-amino-3-[(E)-4-(diethylamino)-2-ethoxybenzylideneamino]-2-butenedinitrilecontains small bond alternation [ 2] in thee lectro-accepting dicyanoethylene moiety (d(C1-C2)=1 .469(4)Åa nd d(C3-C4)=1 .437(3)Å ). This bond alternationclearly indicatesthat an effective p-conjugation existsbetween theelectro-donatingamino groupand theelectroaccepting dicyanoethylene group. The molecular structure is an almost planar p-conjugated system with the electro-donating terminal diethylamino moiety and the electro-accepting dicyanoethylene moiety (C5-N4-C3-C2 =179.2(2)°, C7-C6-C11-O1 = 0.0(3)°and C7-C8-C9-N5 =178.2(2)°).The title compound has no inversion symmetry in the terminal ethyl groups and consequently the two ethylsubstituents are projected to the samedirection. The bond angles between the terminal ethyl substituents are ÐN5-C14-C15 =113.5(3)°and ÐN5-C16-C17 =90.9(3)°, respectively. One intermolecular H-bond (N1-H1×××N3 i ,i:-x+1,y+ (1 
